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6/2019/2170/EM  

Context 

Site and 
Application 
description 

The application site comprises a mid- terrace dwelling on the north western 
side of Wren Wood.  
 
The application is for the replacement and enlargement of the hardstanding at 
the property.  

Constraints  Estate Management Scheme, as defined within the Leasehold Reform Act 
1967 

Relevant history Application Number: 6/2019/0069/EM Decision: Withdrawn Decision 
Date: 11 June 2019 
Proposal: Extension of driveway in front garden and formation of hardstanding 
 

Notifications 

Neighbour 
representations 

Support:  0 Object:  0 Other:  1 

Summary of 
neighbour 
responses 

 The EMS suggests 50% of the front garden should remain as grass or as 
the original plans   

 The property has an operational garage and only two vehicles. Is the whole 
of the frontage to be converted? 

 The frontage and flank hedging should only be thinned and not removed 
completely.       

Consultee 
responses 

None received.  

Relevant Policies 

 EM1   EM2   EM3    EM4         

Considerations 

Design (form, 
size, scale, siting) 
and Character 
(impact upon 
amenities and 
values of Garden 
City) 

Policy EM4 seeks to retain the appearance and ethos of the Garden City while 
accommodating the increased pressure for vehicle hard standings which has 
resulted from a rise in car ownership. In doing so, Policy EM4 suggests that 
proposals should retain as much soft “green” landscaping as possible, and not 
result in a detrimental loss of hedgerows which can be used to reduce the 
visual prominence of parked vehicles. It outlines that the council will aim to 
ensure that a significant proportion, around 50% unless individual 
circumstances indicate that this would not be appropriate, of the frontage is 
retained as landscaped greenery to retain the appearance and ethos of the 
Garden City. 

The proposal would retain less than 10% of the soft landscaping in the front 
garden of the property. This reduction in the amount of soft landscaping and 
the corresponding increase in the level of hardstanding there and its 
prominence would therefore harm the character and amenities of the property, 
the street scene and the Garden City. The application is therefore contrary to 
the amenities and values of Welwyn Garden City and is contrary to Policy EM4 
of the Estate Management Scheme. 

While it is noted that there are a number of properties along Wren Wood which 
have 100% (or very close to) hardstanding in their front gardens (including 
nos. 36, 38, 46 and 48), these do not appear to be authorised. There is 
therefore no justification for the proposed increase in the level of hardstanding 
at 45. 

Impact on 
neighbours 

None. 
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Landscaping 
issues (incl. 
hardstandings) 

Discussed above. 

Any other 
considerations  

None. 

Conclusion 

The reduction in the amount of soft landscaping in the front garden and the corresponding increased 
level and prominence of the hardstanding in the front garden would harm the character and 
amenities of the property, the street scene and the Garden City. The application is therefore contrary 
to the amenities and values of Welwyn Garden City and is contrary to Policy EM4 of the Estate 
Management Scheme. 

 
 


